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Lives: Sheffi eld
Age: 19
Sponsor: Sensas
Pole: Daiwa Tournament Pro

“Pegs with lots of cover should 
hold no fear,” says three-times
World Champion Matt Godfrey.
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I   f  you take a walk down almost any rural canal you 
will see all kinds of  features that look certain to hold 
big Þ sh. From ß ourishing reed beds and brambles to 

thick shrubs and even big trees overhanging the water, 
there are often lots of  very Þ shy-looking areas. A lot 
of  anglers Þ nd targeting these features intimidating 
because big canal Þ sh can be elusive, and when hooked 
they can also be extremely difÞ cult to land, especially 
in snaggy areas. I Þ nd canal bonus Þ sh a rewarding 
challenge, however, and by carefully considering your 
feeding and presentation, as well as making sure you 
have the tackle on to land the Þ sh you hook, you can 
have some truly special days Þ shing on some often very 
neglected stretches of  water. 

Without a doubt, on 99 per cent of  canal pegs when 
Þ shing up to features there are two main baits to use 
– chopped worms and casters. Every Þ sh will eat these 
baits, in particular large canal Þ sh such as chub, bream, 
perch and eels. Over the last few years I’ve seen some 
really strange species caught Þ shing these baits up to 
features, including several carp, tench and even a 4lb 
catÞ sh on the ChesterÞ eld Canal! There is no better 
feeling than when your ß oat goes with a full worm on. 
Before you know where you are, four yards of  elastic are 
out and you don’t know what is on the other end! 

We’ve come to the Kirk Bramwith length of  the 
Stainforth & Keadby Canal, which must be among the 
most densely featured stretches of  water in the country. 
The canal is actually about 20 metres wide, but along 
the far bank are thick willow trees with roots, branches 
and cabbages extending into the water to the point 
where you can actually reach them with 14 metres of

Matt Godfrey takes the 
Pole Fishing cameras to the 
Stainforth & Keadby Canal 
to show how snags holding 
big, natural Þ sh aren’t 
necessarily out of bounds to 
the pole angler.

»
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VENUE FILE
STAINFORTH & KEADBY CANAL
Location: Kirk Bramwith, near Stainforth, 
Doncaster
Controlling Club: Stainforth and District AA 
Contact: 01302 842156
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4x14 or 4x18 
Sensas CCX1

Spread bulk 
of No9s

0.20mm Sensas 
Feeling        

Single No9 
dropper

Size 11 Kamasan
 B711 hook

pole. These willows are renowned 
for being home to the canal’s big 
old chub, as well as bream, perch 
and the occasional carp. 

One of  the most important 
things to think about when 
approaching a snaggy peg such 
as these is whereabouts you’re 
going to Þ sh to the feature. Many 
anglers will simply put a rig on 
and plumb one spot up to a tree, 
but this isn’t maximising the 
potential of  your peg. Find an 
area that is sensible in terms of  
branches and twigs sticking out, 
and have a good plumb around 
to make sure there are no snags 
under the water. 

With these features running 
the whole length of  the far bank, 
I like to Þ nd two areas to target, 
giving me options to vary what I 
feed and the depths of  water that 
I Þ sh in. It also gives the chance 
to rest lines while still Þ shing for 
big Þ sh, rather than having just 
one half-effort big-Þ sh line. 

The Þ rst area that I’ve plumbed 
up is straight out in front of  me, 
up to the point where the feature 
extends out into the water 
furthest at 14 metres. I have 
around seven feet of  water on 
this line. The other line is to the 
left at 16 metres up to another 
overhanging clump but actually 
going up the far shelf  of  the 
canal into shallower water where 
the canal is around Þ ve feet deep. 

This has given me two areas to 
target with different depths, in 
effect doubling my chance of  
getting bites.

These pegs scream big Þ sh, 
but coupled with the branches 
and roots in the water, they also 
scream smashed-up gear, broken 
lines and a very worried angler 
sat on his box when he hooks 
something! For this reason, it 
is crucial that you use the right 
tackle. Feeding the peg correctly 
and presenting the bait well is 
all totally pointless if  you hook a 
big Þ sh and it ends up breaking 
you or getting in the snags. My 

main rigs incorporate Daiwa’s 
red Hydrolastic set tight so that 
it pings straight back into the 
pole, with 0.20mm line straight 
through to a size 11 Kamasan 
B711 barbed hook. The ß oats I 
am using are the Sensas CCX1s, 
which are extremely strong with 
a good, buoyant bristle, perfect 
for Þ shing with big baits such as 
worms. I have opted for a 4x14 
on the shallower line and a 4x18 
for the deeper rig. I’m pushing 
the bait right in between twigs 

and branches and when I hook 
a Þ sh I need to make sure that I 
gain ground Þ rst, because one 
swift beat of  a tail and I’m in 
the jungle! For this reason I try 
and Þ sh as short a line between 
pole tip and ß oat as possible, 
opting for around Þ ve inches 
today, which also makes it 
easier to push my rig under the 
feature. Although all this gear 
may seem excessively heavy, it 
is dead simple and balanced. 
When you hook big Þ sh on pegs 
like this, you realise why you 
need it. The shotting pattern 
gives these rigs their only bit of  

Þ nesse, with a spread 
bulk at half  depth 
and a single No9 
dropper. This takes 
the bait down to 
half  depth, but then 
gives a very natural 
fall for the last few 

feet. This is really important in 
these situations because the big 
Þ sh will be sat up in the water 
between the snags, and a chunky 
worm wriggling like mad, falling 
slowly through the water, may 
just urge one to venture out and 
grab it, as opposed to shotting 
with a bulk near the hook 
that the Þ sh see drag the bait 
down, which would look totally 
unnatural. This idea has been 
supported brilliantly, with most 
of  my bites coming shortly after 
the rig has settled or after I’ve 
lifted the bait up a couple of  feet 
and lowered it back down. These 
natural, resident, big Þ sh such 
as chub and perch are extremely 
instinctive and respond to 
movement, feeding by sight a lot 
of  the time. 

My thinking on feeding here 
is that the Þ sh you’re looking 
to catch are already present in 
the snags, and they’re likely 
to feed on the odd grub, insect 
or worm falling through the 
water from the trees. A sudden 
big pot of  worms and casters 
going through their home will 
seem totally unnatural and 
they may back off. However, a 
smaller amount of  bait, say 30 
worms chopped up and a small 
handful of  casters, is enough 
bait to draw Þ sh to where you 
want to put your rig in without 

The Þ sh you are
looking to catch are
already present in
the snags.

If you’re going to have
one, you might as well 
have a big one!
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Junction Canal where 
two or three pieces of  
dendrabaena outÞ shed 
anything for chub and 
eels. On the Stainforth 
& Keadby, triple caster is 
generally the best hook 
bait for me, however. The 
common denominator 

on almost all venues like this is 
that a big visual bait is often best. 

I feed a mixture of  worms too 
where possible, often combining 
lobworms and dendrabaenas. 
They give off  different attractive 
juices and provide the option of  
using two very different-sized 
worms on the hook. On hard 
days in particular lobbies can 
work well because they are much 
more natural to the Þ sh, often 
getting washed in off  the bank. 
Another point worth noting 
is that with these big baits it’s 
worth waiting before striking to 
make sure that the Þ sh has the 
bait down its throat. I usually 
count to three before giving them 
a big one! 

Around halfway through the 
session things seemed to really 
quieten off, but I kept working 
my bait, lifting and dropping 
every couple of  minutes. 

Following a biteless half  
an hour I had a few small 
indications before the ß oat 
buried. The pole banged on the 
water in a few mad seconds 
as I hooked one of  the venue’s 
resident chub. I almost struck 
and shipped back at the same 
time, to try and get the Þ sh 
facing towards me when the 
hook went in, which makes all 
the difference. This one had a 
few mad attempts dashing under 
the trees, before my gear did 
the job and a chub of  around 
3lb was in the net. It’s usually 
the initial burst where you lose 
them because the harsh elastic 
Þ nds any weakness in the hook-
hold. Fortunately, this one was 
hooked Þ rmly in the corner of  
the mouth. Switching between 
the two lines saw another three 
decent bream come to the net 
and a lovely 16lb-plus catch was 
my reward. 

I had a great day and caught 
some truly wild and natural Þ sh. 
Fishing up to features on canals 
offers an exciting challenge, and 
with a little thought about where 
you Þ sh and feed, and the gear 
that you use, you can have some 
truly memorable catches.

on in the session means that you 
should never give up hope.

I kicked off  by feeding 30 or 
so worms and a few casters on 
each line, with a few pellets on 
the deeper one, before shipping 
out with a full worm onto my 
longer line to try for an early 
chub. I’ve had a few indications 
from small perch and tommy 
ruffe straightaway but after 
around half  an hour these have 
stopped and the ß oat has buried 
properly. Several inches of  the 
tightly set red Hydro banged out, 
but by quickly shipping in the 
Þ rst couple of  sections I managed 
to turn its head and a skimmer 
of  around 1lb was in the net. A 
hybrid around 12oz followed, 
before the little pulls from perch 
started again. I topped up with 
the same amount as before and 

decided to have a 
look on the shorter 
line. I pushed the rig 
up to the branches 
and after a few 
minutes my heart 
was in my mouth 
as a 3lb bream was 

banging its head in the roots! 
Without the extremely heavy 
gear I was using, I’m convinced 
that Þ sh like that would have 
got in the snags. After another 
quick look and no indications, I 
fed again and dropped in on my 
other line, picking up a few small 
perch and another skimmer. 
The beauty of  having the two 
lines is that you can get into a 
rhythm of  catching a Þ sh and 
then feeding the line and resting 
it, instead of  pummelling a line 
dry. At the halfway stage I had 
Þ ve skimmers and some small 
Þ sh, with most coming just as the 
bait had been falling through the 
water when I dropped in after a 
line had been fed and rested. It’s 
deÞ nitely worth experimenting 
with different hook baits too. 
There was a stage on the New 
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spooking them or having big 
amounts of  bait on the deck. 
With a limited amount of  big Þ sh 
often present in these snags, the 
less bait you can get away with 
feeding, the more chance there 
is of  one taking your hook bait! I 
like to feed this smaller amount 
more regularly so that there’s 
something falling through the 
water to attract attention rather 
than the one big dollop sat on the 
bottom. A catapult can be used 
to good effect, but I’ve opted to 
leave it in the bag because Þ ring 
casters into the willows may 

prevent them coming out at all. 
On more solid features, such as 
reeds or brambles, a catapult can 
keep small amounts of  casters 
going in and work really well. 

The presence of  skimmers 
and bream here determines 
feeding too. On the nearest line, 
in the deeper water, I’ve opted 
to feed a few micro pellets too; 
with pleasure anglers often 
using Þ shmeals and pellets it’s 
something to hold any bream if  
they do arrive without piling in 
loads of  worms and casters or 
groundbait, which is likely to put 
off  chub or big perch.

Another point to mention, 
about chub in particular, is 
the times at which they feed. 
Usually, the Þ rst and last hours 
are crucial, and the fact that you 
might not catch them until late 

You can get into a
rhythm of catching
and then feeding the
line and resting it.

Worms and casters are the best bonus-fi sh bait on canals.
When it comes to elastics, Matt doesn’t believe in taking any prisoners.

He who dares wins. Matt with 
the rewards of fi shing a peg 
that a lot of anglers wouldn’t 
even have considered.
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